The Langara Voice - November 30, 2012 by Armour, Ross (Managing Editor) (Page Editor) et al.
Printed on recycled paper Check out our web exclusives at http://langaravoice.com/
produced by langara journalism students November 30, 2012 • vol. 45 No. 12 • vaNcouver, b.c.
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The Pirates of Penzance, Gilbert and Sullivan’s satirical opera about a man who has reached the end 
of his apprenticeship with a band of pirates, opens tomorrow at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre. 
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fundraising Christmas tree lot opens today
TANYA HILL photo
Angelena Oats, the coordinator of Aunt Leah’s tree lot on the corner of Granville and 54th, dis-
plays a sign showing how much money she wants to raise for charity this year. Story on page 7.
Park board rep 
says majority 
party intimidates
A new report says almost 
70 per cent of buyers don’t 
realize how fees can rise
Advocates deplore foreign 
affairs minister’s position 
on Palestinian recognition
Vision 
said to 
bully 
npa
Condo fees surprise buyers
Activists say
Baird shames 
this country
By Annie ellison
V
ancouver park board commis-
sioner Melissa De Genova says 
Vision Vancouver commission-
ers are bullying her and fellow 
NPA member John Coupar. 
“They’re using bullying tactics to in-
timidate and silence us,” said De Geno-
va. 
Vision members repeatedly rule De 
Genova out of order, demoralize, inter-
rupt and mock her in meetings and on 
social media for having limited political 
experience, she says. 
“It’s a ridiculous claim,” said Vision 
parks board commissioner Aaron Jas-
per. “I find that quite disturbing, espe-
cially with the awareness of what bul-
lying connotates.”
The latest exchange happened dur-
ing a Nov. 26 meeting when De Genova 
put forward a motion to restore two 
bowling alleys and expand community 
centres.
DeGenova was playing to the crowd 
— in this case a mob of upset seniors 
— and had not done her research, says 
Jasper. 
“It’s really cheap politics,” he said. 
Jasper is personally offended at be-
ing accused of bullying. “You get a 
sense of what I’m dealing with,” he said 
in reference to De Genova’s claim. 
De Genova says heated conversa-
tions are integral to politics, but Vision 
members are attacking her personally, 
rather than attacking the issues. 
“I don’t expect them to be nice, but I 
expect them to be professional,” said 
De Genova. 
In one instance, Jasper tweeted “the 
lady doth protest, methinks,” in refer-
ence to De Genova’s opposition to an 
issue. “To me it’s shocking. Vision says 
they’re so inclusive, but here they are 
calling me out based on my gender,” 
she said.
Bully-Free B.C. spokesman Robyn 
Durling says there needs to be a code of 
conduct establishing what constitutes 
bullying, along with an independent 
body that holds all workplaces account-
able for violations. 
“We should be looking to elected of-
ficials as examples,” he said. 
By JUles KnoX
If you’re a student interested in buy-ing a condo in the future, make sure you do your homework if you don’t 
want to be stung by extra fees. 
Almost 70 per cent of buyers don’t 
realize that their condo fees can in-
crease at any time, says a new study 
released by TD Canada Trust. And 
more than a third don’t have confi-
dence that they have money to survive 
the increase. 
Jeff Meerman, a TD spokesman, says 
the bank conducted the study to raise 
awareness about problems that home 
buyers run into. He emphasized that 
it’s important for potential buyers to 
speak with a mortgage specialist. 
“They can actually crunch the num-
bers and say that even though this is 
what your mortgage payment will be, 
realistically this is how much the cost 
of ownership will be,” he says. 
Kevin Lutz, the Royal Bank regional 
manager of mortgage specialists, says 
it’s important to look at minutes for 
strata meetings before committing to a 
new home. 
“If the contingency reserve fund is 
low and there’s some major pending 
maintenance items due in the building, 
then you know you might be in for 
some fee increases,” he says.
It’s important to find out how much 
will come out of the contingency re-
serve versus what will come out of the 
By steven ChUA 
Cindy and Craig Corrie, parents of Palestine advocate Rachel Corrie, arrived in Vancouver yesterday to 
deplore their daughter’s death beneath 
an Israeli bulldozer. 
Almost simultaneously, Canada’s 
Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird de-
nounced the United Nations’ decision 
to grant Palestine greater recognition.
The day highlighted continued con-
troversy regarding conflict in the Mid-
dle East, and many Palestine advocates 
admonished the decision.
“John Baird [went] to the United Na-
tions to embarrass Canada,” said activ-
ist Mordecai Briembert from the Cana-
da Palestine Support Network when 
referring to Canada’s decision to vote 
against Palestine.
Baird delivered Canada’s hard-line 
stance to oppose any UN recognition of 
the territory as an observer state in the 
organization. The General Assembly, 
however, voted to recognize it.
While Canada’s stance regarding 
Palestine inflamed local opinion, the 
Corries’ visit to the SFU Vancouver 
campus highlighted the change in how 
people view Israel.
The Corries discussed their efforts 
to seek justice from Israel for her death 
last night.
The Israeli Defence Force was de-
molishing Palestinian houses in a mili-
tary zone in 2003.
Rachel Corrie, a U.S. activist, was 
killed when she stood between an Is-
raeli bulldozer and a Palestinian house 
she believed was scheduled for demoli-
tion. The vehicle ran her down, and she 
died of her injuries hours later.
The tragedy still resonates with lo-
cals.
“It exposed the brutality of the Is-
raeli army and the Israeli states, be-
cause if they can do that to the Ameri-
can citizen. You could tell how much 
they do it to the Palestinians,” said 
Hanna Kawas, chairman of the Canada 
Palestine Association.
Kawas says he’s seen Palestine advo-
cacy in Vancouver increase tremen-
dously in the 38 years he’s been here.
“It’s growing all the time,” said Ka-
was. “Now there are all sorts of [activ-
ist] groups that are coming out in sup-
port of Palestine to the point we can’t 
keep [track of them].”
Furthermore, while Canada’s stance 
in the UN decision has disappointed 
many, the UN Assembly’s decision to 
grant Palestine observer-state status 
could be considered a boon to those 
supporting the territory.
“I think it’s going to give them some 
oxygen,” said Kate White, executive di-
rector at the United Nations Associa-
tion in Canada.
• Read the last two years 
of strata minutes for any 
outstanding issues
• Find out the age of 
the roof, plumbing and 
building
• Budget the sales 
tranfer tax if your condo 
is over $425,000
• Find out how much 
money is in the condo’s 
contingency fund
source: tD Canada trust
Before
you buy
See RENT INSTEAD OF BUY, page 2
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“Quote, Unquote,” an exhibit exploring putting quotes into a visual form, opened to the public last night. It will be open to the public 
from Nov. 30th until Dec. 8th. 
No Ford leaves city bored
BCFed re-elects Jim Sinclair as head
Swedish toy 
co. banishes 
gender roles
Design Formation class unveils new exhibit titled “Quote, Unquote” 
Do east coast 
politics make our 
city look lame? TOP-TOY from Sweden is 
causing controversy with 
a gender neutral toy cata-
logue that they released 
this week.
B.C. Federation of Labour 
President Jim Sinclair 
wants to continue to reach 
out to youth, he said after 
being re-elected  
by GILLIAN HAMES
Many cities in Canada have gone 
through significant political upheaval 
in the recent past, but Vancouver 
shouldn’t count itself among them, ac-
cording to some city councillors. 
In Montreal, the mayor has resigned. 
In Toronto, the mayor has been told to 
resign. Calgary city council recently 
passed a 5.5% property tax increase, 
following a heated budget debate. 
Comparatively, Vancouver remains 
relatively stable. Some might even say 
we seem positively tame.
NPA city councillor George Affleck 
says Vancouver is unique because city 
council is structured around party poli-
tics and most are closely to the centre 
of the political spectrum. “Not the most 
exciting stuff,” he said.
“There’s a lot of interesting dialogue 
that happens [at city council meet-
ings],” said Affleck, but not everyone is 
aware or excited by it. His main focus 
right now is one the economy, transpor-
tation and affordability – perhaps not 
the sexiest of topics. 
Vancouver also lacks the controver-
sial celebrity figure like Rob Ford in 
Toronto. “The mayor gets most of the 
exposure,” said Affleck. “And Gregor’s 
a nice guy … that’s not very exciting.” 
Green Party councillor Adriane Carr 
said Vancouver has not always been as 
stable as it seems now. She credits the 
different parties on council’s ability to 
agree on several key issues. 
“Sharing some of the same goals 
makes a difference,” she said. “There is 
some common ground.” She listed in-
creased density, housing and bike 
routes as issues council agrees need to 
be addressed. 
Inevitably, disagreements do arise. 
Carr said two issues that she is focus-
ing on are “development and democra-
cy,” which she believes aren’t getting 
enough attention from council. 
Neither Carr nor Affleck envy the 
chaos surrounding Toronto or Montre-
al. 
Though it might seem more exciting, 
ultimately citizens do not benefit. 
Affleck believes that all members of 
city council share a common goal for 
Vancouver. “We just want to make it a 
better city,” he said. “We just may dis-
agree sometimes on how to get there.”
by JUDy CHERN
It’s OK for boys to play with Barbie 
dolls – at least that’s the message one 
Swedish toy company is trying to send 
with a new catalogue released this 
week. 
The TOP-TOY catalogue shows girls 
playing with toy guns alongside boys, 
and boys playing with toy vacuum 
cleaners and ironing sets alongside 
girls. 
That’s right, boys should do house-
work too. 
So are our Swedish counterparts 
ahead of us? 
According to one woman who has 
worked in the toy retail industry for 
several years, they are. 
She says that toys sold here in  Cana-
da are often categorized by gender 
based on their packaging. 
“A lot of the stereotyping does origi-
nate at the toy and toy developer lev-
els,” said Maga Kramer.
“I’ve seen parents and grandparents 
were reluctant to buy something for a 
boy because it had pink packaging.”
She said that she tries to dispel any 
stereotypes parents have by focusing 
on the child rather than their gender. 
Unfortunately, it’s tough to do.
“One of the first questions you ask is 
‘Is it a for a boy or a girl,’ and it bugs me 
that you have to show a customer a cer-
tain item according to gender,” said 
Kramer, adding that people will often 
refuse to buy toys for children if they 
deem them gender inappropriate. 
“It’s fascinating that someone would 
pull their child away from the toys 
they’re interested in. It’s some weird 
fear that parents have, that they’re go-
ing to accidentally encourage their 
child to do something not socially ac-
ceptable.” 
A staff member at the Creative 
Minds Childcare Society on Camosun 
Street said they encourage children to 
play with toys that are open-ended, 
such as ones that involve a building ac-
tivity. 
“We discourage children from bring-
ing their Barbie dolls from home,” she 
said. 
“The mayor 
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by KEvIN HAMPSON
Jim Sinclair was re-elected yester-
day as president of the B.C. Federation 
of Labour. 
While overall union membership in 
B.C. has decreased, the percentage of 
young members has been growing over 
the past 10 years, Sinclair told The 
Voice after his election.
“The challenge is to reach out to 
young people,” he said.
One of the ways the federation does 
this is by having young labour mem-
bers speak in high schools.
“We have a whole group of young ac-
tivists in the labour movement to teach 
what a union is and about workers 
rights and health and safety,” he said, 
adding that another challenge is that 
many young people work in service 
sector jobs that are not traditionally 
unionized.
According to Sinclair, one of the 
ways the BCFed has reached people in 
those industries is through the Em-
ployee Action Rights Network (EARN), 
which informs non-unionized workers 
of their rights and gets them involved 
with the labour movement.
Young union members at the con-
vention said that 
while the BCFed 
was good at con-
necting with young 
people, individual 
unions are failing 
on that front.
Bethany Kanhof-
fen, a young mem-
ber of the BC Gov-
ernment and 
Service Employees 
Union (BCGEU) 
said of her union, 
“I’ve heard many people refer to it as 
an old white man’s club. Young people 
are very socially aware, but unions 
don’t do a lot to encourage [them] to 
join.”
“They need to be more open-minded 
to social media. The aging leadership 
doesn’t know how to do that,” Kanhof-
fen added.
In contrast, the BCFed has been 
good at attracting young people 
through Twitter, said Jackie Lemaist-
re, another young member of BCGEU.
“This time last year I was an Occu-
pier,” said Eric Hamilton-Smith, who 
now works for BCGEU as a policy ana-
lyst. 
Hamilton-Smith first became aware 
of unions while he was an activist in 
the Occupy Movement. BCFed en-
dorsed the movement early on and 
reached out to Occupiers, Hamilton-
Smith said.
“They could see this was a moral 
movement of young people taking a 
stand for social justice.”
JIM SINCLAIR
President of B.C. 
Federation of 
Labour
homeowner’s pocket, says Vancou-
ver realtor Gary Dhillon. 
Condominium fees can increase 
when 75 per cent of the strata votes in 
favor of the motion. 
An increase in fees means that 
homeowners need to re-qualify for a 
mortgage if they need to refinance in a 
few years, says Lutz. 
Another cost that new homeowners 
should watch for is the property trans-
fer tax applied when a sale closes.  The 
tax does not apply to properties below 
$425,000, but it costs buyers above the 
threshold thousands of extra dollars.  
A press release accompanying the 
study also mentions that sometimes it 
is financially advantageous for people 
to rent instead of buy. 
Lutz says this decision is based on 
individual circumstances and there 
are too many variables to generalize. 
“We can’t tell where the housing 
market is going to be or where the 
rental market is going to be, and it’s 
such an individualistic thing.”
Rent instead of buy
continued from page one
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SAD days are here again 
KATJA DE BOCKphoto
In recent years November has become Movember, with men growing facial hair to raise money and awareness for prostate cancer. As 
Movember comes to a close, here’s a look at some of the moustaches and beards on campus yesterday. Clockwise from left: Ken Schmunk, 
who is a receiver at the Langara Bookstore; Dylan Basford, human kinetics student; Zoltan Szoke from the IT department; Nathan 
Penner, social work student 
By gillian hames
The philosophers’ jam dialogue se-ries rounded out a successful year last night with guest speaker 
Wayne Henry, a Langara philosophy 
instructor. 
The topic discussed was mental real-
ism, the idea that people really do have 
minds that are separate from our phys-
ical bodies. This is how intelligent be-
havior is explained.
Henry attempted to defend mental 
realism from the theory’s anti-realist 
critics such as Paul and Patricia 
Churchland. 
The Churchlands believe that men-
tal states can be explained in terms of 
the physical,  and that we don’t have to 
describe a mind as something mysteri-
ous and metaphysical.
“The question is whether people 
have a mind or not,” said philosophy 
instructor Alex Boston, the organizer 
behind the jams. 
“The idea that we don’t have minds 
could be a bit controversial.”
However, Boston said the most heat-
ed debates don’t generally come from 
discussions around such topics as last 
night’s.
 “People can respectfully disagree on 
[the topic of] philosophy of mind,” he 
said. “The social justice [dialogues] 
veer more towards controversy.”
The dialogue series generally occurs 
once a month (there were two jams in 
November) from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the 
faculty dining lounge in the A Building 
on Thursday evenings.
Each session starts with a featured 
guest speaker, followed by an open dis-
cussion. 
This is the second year that the phi-
losophers’ jam series has taken place 
at Langara thanks to the philosophy 
department. 
Past topics covered in the series this 
term were transhumanism, does mod-
ern education miss the point?, and se-
duced into gangs: is there a connection 
between alienation and gang violence. 
Few details have been released 
about the slate of topics for 2013, but 
Boston said that in February the dis-
cussion will be centered on the ethics 
of euthanasia, which he expects will 
foster an emotionally charged debate 
among attendees.
This has been Boston’s first year or-
ganizing the dialogues, and he said 
that turn out has been increasing, part-
ly due to an award-winning marketing 
campaign spearheaded by communica-
tions liaison Marlene Dong.
“We’re all very impressed with her,” 
said Boston. 
The marketing campaign recently 
won a silver medallion award from the 
National Council for Marketing and 
Public Relations. 
As to how he’s found the role of orga-
nizing the jams, Boston says, “It’s a lot 
of fun.”
For more info, check the philosophy 
department’s homepage on the Langa-
ra College website. 
Philosophers’ 
jam last of 
the year
Langara hosted the final 
discussion session of the 
series until the new year 
on Thursday night
“This is 
a great 
chance for 
musicians 
to take 
that next 
step
sOngWRiTing 
insTRUCTOR 
DeBORah 
hOllanD
By RiChaRD hODges
Singer-songwriters looking for a way into the music business have a new opportunity thanks to a 
Langara continuing studies program 
starting in January. 
The full-time singer-songwriter cer-
tificate program is set to run every 
January, May and September at Langa-
ra’s Broadway campus (near Cambie 
Street), and will be limited to just 11 
students per intake.
The program will be taught by some 
celebrated instructors.
Program co-ordinator Mike Wiskar 
is a Leo-nominated composer, multi-in-
strumental songwriter and producer, 
while Adam Faulton, who has previ-
ously worked with Paul McCartney, 
will teach digital recording. 
David Bernstein was part of the pop-
ular 80s Canadian act The Source, 
while songwriting instructor Deborah 
Holland once fronted Animal Logic, a 
band that also featured Stewart Cope-
land of the Police. 
Holland calls the program the 
chance of a lifetime for aspiring artists. 
“It’s a program for people who want 
to write and sing their own songs,” Hol-
land said. 
“It’s 14 weeks five nights a week and 
we’re hoping it will take off. I’ve al-
ready received four phone calls today.”
Holland said every applicant will un-
dergo a mini-audition with the instruc-
tors to determine their eligibility.
Applicants will also need to prove 
they have the basic skills necessary on 
guitar or piano with either a recording 
or in-person live performance of three 
to five songs. 
The program will cover music theo-
ry, songwriting, performance, digital 
recording and the music business.
“I’m really looking forward to it and 
I think it will be a lot of fun,” Holland 
said. 
“This is a great chance for musicians 
to take that next step and learn from a 
lot of talented people.”
Tuition for the program is $4,250, 
plus the purchase of an iPad. 
For more information about the pro-
gram or how to apply, visit Langara.
bc.ca/cs.  
New program for singer-songwriters  
Langara is set to launch 
a certificate program for 
musicians covering all 
aspects of the business 
Mo’vember, mo’ moustaches: a round-up of the best staches found on campus 
By Tanya hill
S
easonal affective disorder (SAD) 
is a type of clinical depression 
that follows a seasonal pattern, 
afflicting some when daylight 
hours lessen with the changing sea-
sons. 
A change in mood isn’t out of the or-
dinary, but SAD sufferers often experi-
ence bouts of depression that recurr on 
a yearly basis, with a rebound when 
the days get longer. 
Varying symptoms include insom-
nia, lethargy, sleeping too much, and a 
change in appetite, and can be debili-
tating. 
SAD affects between 15 per cent to 25 
per cent of the global population, and 
2.8 per cent of North Americans. 
Everyone’s moods are affected by a 
change in season, but SAD is usually 
considered to be the extreme end of the 
spectrum. 
“I definitely notice a change in my 
mood,” said Olivia Guimond, a Langara 
student.
“I notice when it’s winter I stop being 
productive.” 
Guimond went on to say, “I know lots 
of people who suffer from SAD [who] 
take Omega-3 and vitamin D.” 
According to the science paper Up-
date on the Biology of Seasonal Affec-
tive Disorder, SAD has two main char-
acteristics: depressive symptoms and 
responsiveness to light treatment. 
According to the Canadian Metal 
Health Association website, a “biologi-
cal internal clock” in the brain regu-
lates our circadian or daily rhythm and 
for “thousands of years the cycle of hu-
man life revolved around the daily cy-
cle of light and dark and we now live 
out of step with that.”
 Research shows that chemical mes-
sengers in the brain that help regulate 
sleep, mood, and appetite may be dis-
turbed in those who experience SAD.
 “Every living organism is influenced 
by seasons,” according to Chang-Ho 
Sohn and Raymond W. Lam, both in 
the department of psychiatry at UBC.
“Vancouver is kind of a depressing 
city and it’s hard to say if my mood has 
changed because  I’m over worked or 
don’t get enough sleep,” said Tesla 
Rainbowdancer, a vendor at Bliss 
Kreations at the United Way craft fair 
at Langara College.
“I’m a different person in the sum-
mer, but I’m from Penticton - a rural 
area - and I find that in Vancouver 
there is always something to do, that 
helps,” said Sarah Smith, a general arts 
student at Langara.
People with symptoms of SAD can 
benefit from going outdoors more (es-
pecially at noon, when the sunlight is 
strongest), regular exercise, and in-
creased exposure to natural light. 
Many people respond to light thera-
py, which involves sitting beside a spe-
cial florescent light-box for several 
minutes every day.
Shorter daylight hours and all the rain winter brings Vancouver can 
dampen spirits and leave some with seasonal affective disorder
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SAD 
symptoms:
Thursday’s Philosopher’s jam dis-
cussed minds and mental realism. 
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Mr. Kringle has come to town to grace the Rogers Santa Claus Parade with his jolly spirit. The parade is happening downtown Sunday.
By RichaRd hodges & gillian hames
I
t’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas as Santa Claus is set to 
descend on Vancouver.
The bearded gift-giver will make 
a big splash in a downtown parade this 
Sunday while moving into his new digs 
at Granville Island Kids Market. 
“The reindeer are ready to go, the 
elves are put to work, it’s my time of 
the year,” said Paul Marshall, who is 
playing Kris Kringle for the Kids Mar-
ket.  
This year, Father Christmas says the 
hot toy for under the tree is the popular 
computer game Minecraft.  
He also mentioned a surprising 
comeback.
“Pokemon are really big this year,” 
he said. 
Don’t count on Pere Noel for another 
surprising comeback this holiday sea-
son, however. 
“I don’t have the power to bring 
hockey back,” he said. “I would make a 
lot of grown men happy if I could.”
Saint Nicholas will make his first 
public appearance of the season at the 
Rogers Santa Claus Parade this Sun-
day at 1 p.m. in front of as many as 
300,000 spirited Vancouverites. The pa-
rade will start down W Georgia Street 
and finish at Howe and Davie.  He’ll be 
hanging out at the Robson Ice Rink for 
photo opportunities between 3 p.m. and 
5 p.m.
Lana Loyer, general manager of the 
Kids Market on Granville Island, is also 
busy getting ready for Santy’s arrival 
on Dec. 1. 
“We’re all decorated,” she said, add-
ing the last step is to prepare Papa No-
el’s workshop for the big day.
Jolly old Saint Nick will be there al-
most every day to take photos and com-
pare lists. 
“The kids of have been really good 
this year, we’ve got the elves on 12-
hour shifts,” Sinterklaas remarked. 
Kids Market is open seven days a 
week, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. The big 
man will be there most days from 11 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Santa sleighs into Vancouver 
Father Christmas will be making stops at the Granville Island Kids 
Market and at the 9th annual Rogers Santa Claus Parade on Sunday
Christmas lights up VanDusen Botanical Gardens
By KaTJa de BocK
Nancy Wong will take a deep breath and enjoy the fruits of a year-long preparation when over 
one million lights are switched on at 
VanDusen Botanical Garden on Dec. 7.
The Festival of Lights is the annual 
highlight at the garden, offering a 
unique two-hour walk through a magi-
cal winter wonderland, in the rainy 
Vancouver climate.
“It is completely secular,” said media 
spokeswoman Nancy Wong about the 
festival, which opens the holiday sea-
son. 
“We get visitors from different cul-
tural backgrounds. But we do need to 
have Santa Claus – he is cross-cultural. 
He is an equal-opportunity toy-giver.”
Wong said she’s thrilled about the 
return of the two gnomes Svend and 
Jens, who entertain the children. 
“Way back when the Vikings were in 
Germany and England, they had them 
with them,” she said, adding that the 
mythical creatures would eventually 
be converted to garden gnomes in the 
Germanic world. 
According to Wong, when the North 
American Santa was created by a Coca-
Cola designer, he was inspired by the 
Scandinavian gnomes. 
Hence the attribution of Santa to the 
North Pole, and reindeer, that live in 
the Scandinavian north. 
“So, Santa and the gnomes are actu-
ally cousins,” said Wong, who re-
marked her Chinese-Scandinavian 
background made her “typically Cana-
dian.”
If the rain does come pouring down, 
children small and tall can retreat to 
the visitor centre’s discovery room, 
where a large Lego winter wonderland 
will be displayed.  
The Legoland will display a fictional 
city with a harbour, a ski hill and two 
train tracks.
Pierre Chum is one of the members 
of the Vancouver Lego Club, which con-
sists of 30 adult hobbyists of all things 
Lego. 
The club is not affilliated with or 
sponsored by the brand. 
“This display will be built more for 
kids,” said Chum.  
Visitors will be asked for a donation 
to Make-A-Wish B.C., a foundation that 
helps children with life-threatening 
diseases. 
Chum wants to give back, because 
his niece, who had cancer at the age of 
five, was given a free trip to Disneyland 
by the foundation. 
The Festival of Lights runs daily 
from 4:30 p.m. till 9 p.m., from Dec. 7 - 
Jan. 1, with the exception of Christmas 
Day and in the case of extraordinary 
weather conditions. 
Students pay adult admission: $14.25. 
The 2012 Festival of Lights 
will be sure to brighten up 
even the sourest of 
Scrooges this season
Blood and
Chrome set 
to excite fans
The webseries is an 
action-packed prequel to 
the popular TV series
By sam Reynolds
For those missing Battlestar Galac-tica, the web series Blood and Chrome has been something of a 
godsend. 
A reboot of the cheesy 1970s series 
of the same name, Battlestar Galactica 
told the tale of the last survivors of a 
nuclear holocaust — a surprise attack 
by a sentient race of robots that once 
served them, called the Cylons — look-
ing for Earth, which, in their universe, 
is a planet that exists only in religious 
fables. 
Shot in Vancouver, Blood and 
Chrome brings viewers three decades 
before the start of Battlestar to the first 
war between humanity and their cy-
bernetic foes. 
The series follows the protagonist 
William Adama, played by Brit Luke 
Pasqualino, when he was not the com-
mander of the titular Battlestar, but 
rather a young fighter pilot. 
In a recent press conference call, ex-
ecutive producer David Eick said the 
show will flesh out the character of Ad-
ama fans knew by showing him as a 
young pilot in his first combative en-
counter with cylons. 
“Why was this man that we will later 
meet in Battlestar Galactica so uni-
formly and uncompromisingly commit-
ted to the utter eradication and disillu-
sion of this race of robot people? 
Where did that come from? ” Eick said.
Blood and Chrome isn’t the first Bat-
tlestar spinoff -- 2010 saw the release of 
Caprica, a prequel series that focused 
on the origins of the Cylon robots and 
how they went from servant to slaugh-
terers.
The producers of Blood Chrome rec-
ognized Caprica’s fatal flaw.  Blood and 
Chrome focuses more on the action of 
spacebattles than the political drama 
of Caprica. The series opens with an 
epic battle between Adama, his com-
rades, and a fleet of Cylon ships — the 
kinetic frenzy of this scene is the pace 
the series keeps throughout the epi-
sodes that have aired to date. 
Blood and Chrome is an impressive 
series for its medium. The script has 
its fair share of cliches, but the cast is 
strong and the action scenes are well 
paced and stylish.  For a fan of Battle-
star Galactica, it’s a must watch.
RAYMOND CHAN photo
These trees lit up the 2011 Festival of Lights at VanDu-
sen Botanical Gardens.
sinTeRKlaas
Santa from the 
Netherlands, with his 
assistants called “Zwarte 
Piet” (Black Peter)
FaTheR chRisTmas
English figurehead of 
Christmas pre-Santa 
Claus
sainT nicholas
4th-century saint whose 
generosity made him the 
model for Santa Claus
source: santa’s Workshop
SANTA’S
aliases
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Cheap opera for young people
Stay warm this winter by working out
Vintage train 
heads to 
North Pole
Get OUT prgram offers Vancouverites under 35 deals on opera tix
Keeping fit this winter 
break doesn’t have to be 
expensive thanks to stu-
dent discounts and deals
A new show put on by the 
National Railroad Histori-
cal Society of BC brings 
an old kid’s book to life
TIM MATHESON photo
Vancouver Opera created its Get OUT program to coax young Vancouverites out to the opera by offering major discounts. Usual opera 
tickets can cost over $100, but for those under 35, tickets are a very reasonable $35 each. 
By Ryan Banagan 
If you’re a student looking for a cheap way to stay fit over Christmas break, joining a local fitness centre is prob-
ably not your best bet.
Most gyms dismiss the idea of 
having a special membership for 
students who are home for the holidays, 
charging them the standard monthly 
fee instead.
“Unfortunately we don’t have a 
special package for students who are 
home for just a couple weeks,” said 
Kelly Walker, the Marketing and 
Communications Manager for 
Vancouver YMCA’s.
“All we have is our lowered student-
membership, which is $46.00 a month,” 
Walker said.
Trevor Linden’s Club 16 Fitness also 
sticks to a regular monthly plan.
However, Kendrick Diguangco, a fit-
ness and nutrition representative for 
Trevor Linden’s Club 16 did stress 
there are other options available for 
students during their break.
One option he discussed was the 
three-day trial pass that is available at 
Club 16.
“The pass allows you to come in, 
check out the facility and use the 
equipment as much as you want for 
those three days. Think about it, you’re 
a college kid. Even a few days of getting 
a good hard workout in during your 
break is better than nothing,” Diguang-
co said.
Another point he mentioned was 
that there are other factors to staying 
fit than just going to the gym, such as 
nutrition.
What you eat and how you eat is 
important too.
“Instead of bringing cookies to 
Christmas dinner, why not bring brus-
sel sprouts,” said Digaungco. 
“And instead of going back and get-
ting seconds, why not wait two or three 
hours, and then go back and eat more. 
People don’t realize overeating is bad,” 
he added.
By SIMOnE PFEIFFER
S
ome very affordable tickets are 
still left for The Pirates of 
Penzance, Vancouver Opera's 
latest production, which opens 
Saturday Dec.1 and runs until Decem-
ber 9.
The company's GET O.U.T. (Opera 
Under Thirty-five) program gives Van-
couverites under 35 the chance to buy 
more affordable tickets, part of an ef-
fort to get younger people out to the 
opera. 
The program started in 2009 for peo-
ple under 30 and was extended this 
year to include those under 35. 
Doug Tuck, Director of Marketing at 
Vancouver Opera says people are real-
ly excited about the program and that 
it's been extremely successful. 
“Anytime we offer tickets they all get 
used up; there's never an under 35 tick-
et that doesn't get bought,” he said. 
For Pirates of Penzance, a 
comedy,Vancouver Opera doubled the 
number of under-35 tickets available 
and those seats are offered for all six of 
the performances. 
Opera is one of the more traditional 
art forms, but to get your tickets you 
need know your way around Facebook 
and Twitter: under-35 tickets are only 
announced on these social media chan-
nels a couple weeks before opening 
night. 
That's where you'll find the promo 
code you need to book your discount 
tickets online ( it's 3960 for Pirates). 
These tickets are highly sought-after 
and tend to sell out fast. 
“[Opera] incorporates all the per-
forming arts on one stage; set and cos-
tume design, singing, dance and chore-
ography. It's totally relevant to any 
generation,” said Tuck. 
La Bohème, one of the best-known 
operas, played at the VO last month. 
Younger audience members appreci-
ated it because it “it has all the major 
themes: love, betrayal, jealousy,” he 
said. 
Zainab Alwarid, a 22-year old Arts/
Nursing student who attended a perfor-
mance of La Bohème agrees. 
“My eyes welled up with tears,” she 
said laughing. 
“When you find something you can 
connect with, you can relate it to some-
thing in your own life.” 
She also has advice for younger peo-
ple who've never been to the opera. 
“Don't be intimidated. And if you 
have some time, read up a bit on the op-
era they're featuring.”
Oh, and don't be late.  
By BROnwyn ScOtt 
All aboard the North Pole Express! This year for the very first time kids (and the young at heart) will 
have the opportunity to cherish the 
magical setting of Chris Van Allsburg’s 
Christmas story “Polar Express” on a 
rare vintage 1930s passenger carriage. 
If you’re familiar with the story, it’s 
going to be like stepping into that 
scene in the book where the kids get on 
board and are gleefully entertained.
But instead of hot chocolate, singing 
and dancing, show-goers will be awed 
with a performance by one of Vancou-
ver’s most accomplished entertainers, 
magician Matthew Johnson.
“It’s a really unique experience just 
walking on that vintage train car . . . 
[it’s] like going back in time,” said 
Johnson. 
Johnson hopes that “the kids … feel 
a lot more Christmas-y by the time 
they get off [the train],” he said. “I’m 
excited to do it . . . it’s going to put me in 
the Christmas spirit, too.”
The magic shows will take place 
right on the train, with each car seat-
ing 60, but doesn’t leave the station. 
There will be just over 100 shows 
running throughout December, each 
one lasting half an hour, alternating in 
each of two passenger carriages.
The vintage cars, supplied by the 
National Railway Historical Society of 
British Columbia, are two of less than 
fifty still around today, according to 
company president Rip Peterman, the 
event organizer, who came up with the 
idea out of the blue. 
“It just came to me, a light bulb went 
on,” he said, 
He thought, “I know just what would 
look good, this scene from Chris Van 
Allsberg’s book!” said Peterman. 
Since then the wheels have been in 
motion to make his vision a success.
“My hope is that every kid walks off 
that train with the biggest smile on 
their face they’ve had in years,” he 
said.
Tickets have been on sale for a 
month and are selling like hotcakes, 
according to Peterman. 
He expects that with this weekend’s 
Santa Claus Parade in downtown Van-
couver sales will pick up drastically as 
the Christmas spirit sets in, and he 
warns there could be a “landslide sell-
out.” 
Tickets are $10 per person and can 
be purchased online at www.vancou-
vernorthpoleexpress.com. 
The magic show is geared towards 
children, said Peterman, “but magic is 
magic,” and all are welcome. 
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The North Pole Express is an ad-
venture for kids and kids at heart. 
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Common wisdom suggests that Vancouver is a very polite even monotone city. 
Our political parties all get along, 
they often share the same ideas and 
vision, thus volatile action is at a 
minimum. 
There’s hardly any controversy, 
vocal spats are very rare- the city 
has a profound reputation of being 
rather “nice” on the whole. 
But while some may see this nice 
factor and a possible lack of political 
fireworks as boring- this isn’t 
necessarily a bad thing. 
I moved here four years ago from 
the United Kingdom and I love living 
in Vancouver. 
It has a whole range of different 
cultures, it’s surrounded by pan-
oramic views of the Coast Moun-
tains, and this past September, it 
was voted the city with the world’s 
best reputation in a poll involving 
the G8 countries. 
Folks, all is well 
here.
I can’t help but 
think, and if you 
look elsewhere 
it’s obvious, that 
there are a lot 
worse things 
going on else-
where throughout 
the world. 
Never-ending 
breaches of peace 
in Palestine, 
political chaos in Egypt, the Syrian 
fiasco, as well as daily pondering of 
whether North Korea or Iran may 
start a nuclear war. 
Most people would agree that 
world peace is an important thing. 
So the idea that all of our politi-
cians get along better than they do 
in most places, strikes me as a good 
thing. We may not have the fun of a 
political bun fight, but there’s a lot 
to be said for civility.  
Back in February of 2011, a survey 
proclaimed Vancouver as the best 
city to live in on earth, just ahead of 
London, England. 
This was the fifth time in succes-
sion Vancouver had won this crown. 
So we have this quiet, polite, clean 
city with very little controversy and 
breathtaking scenery. 
Maybe critical Vancouver citizens 
should look on the bright side of life. 
OPINION
ROss aRmOuR
Liberal democracy depends on our willingness to put up with people we dislike. Given the diversity of 
people in society, it’s the only way 
freedom of thought and conscience 
can exist. 
This putting up with people who 
think differently than ourselves 
used to be known as “tolerance.”
Unfortunately, in recent years the 
principle of tolerance has been 
turned on its head. It now means 
forcing everyone to accept “diver-
sity,” another abused word that has 
been twisted into a synonym for 
political correctness.
Today’s moral enforcers maintain 
a new orthodoxy by characterizing 
anyone who disagrees with them as 
ignorant and intolerant. Theodor 
Adorno’s authoritarian personality 
theory goes as far as characterizing 
conservatism as a personality 
defect.
This way of thinking has done 
serious harm to the public dis-
course. Once you’ve decided that 
everyone who disagrees with you is 
simply ignorant (or worse, bigoted), 
there is no longer any need to listen 
to different opinions. You know that 
you are right, and that your policies 
ought to be 
adopted as a 
matter of course. 
Those who 
disagree simply 
need to be taught 
the correct view. 
If they don’t come 
around, well, that 
just shows that 
their prejudice is 
so deep-rooted 
that they’re 
beyond redemp-
tion. 
In England in 2010, a Pentecostal 
Christian couple were denied the 
right to adopt children by their local 
city council because they disap-
proved of homosexuality. The gay, 
atheist historian David Starkey 
commented on BBC’s Newsnight: “It 
seems to me that what we’re doing 
is producing a tyrannous new 
morality that is every bit as oppres-
sive as the old.”
This way of thinking is also 
observable in the debate over 
Bill-279, a private member’s bill that 
would include gender-identity in the 
Canadian Human Rights Act for 
protection against discrimination. 
According to yesterday’s The 
Voice, Dara Parker, director of 
Qmunity, a Vancouver LGBT 
community centre, “says adverse 
reactions to the bill are representa-
tive of peoples’ limited, binary 
understanding of gender.” 
The assumption is that anyone 
skeptical of the bill suffers from an 
incorrect understanding of gender, 
and that the only source of truth on 
the nature of gender is queer theory.
This isn’t about who is right and 
who is wrong. It’s about maintaining 
the freedom of thought and con-
science.
 
‘Billy, put your dolls away! We need to pick your sister up at paintball.”
Most people’s understanding of 
gender is rudimentary at best. When 
prissy girls play with dolls and butch 
little boys play with guns, it embla-
zons ideas about how girls and boys 
should behave into our belief 
systems. 
It takes tremendous undoing of 
what we think we know to grasp the 
socially and culturally constructed, 
dynamic concept of gender. 
It’s different from biological sex, 
different from sexual orientation and 
it’s ultimately a performance. But 
try explaining that to a five-year-old. 
In 2011 American mother Cheryl 
Kilodavis permitted her son to wear 
pink dresses. Child abuse? Brain-
washing! Mom turns son gay? 
A good deal of the media’s 
knee-jerk reaction 
came from the 
fact that we have 
deeply rooted, 
overly simplistic 
notions of gender 
that exist because 
of our blue-is-for-
boys upbringing. 
We struggle to 
adjust to a reality 
where the things 
engrained in us as 
children aren’t 
inherently right. For twenty years 
I’ve considered sandwiches to be 
staple to the human diet; turns out 
we were never evolved to eat wheat 
or lactose.
The hole in Kilodavis’ story — big 
enough to fit Barbie’s dream beach 
house —is that dresses are inani-
mate objects and don’t have a 
gender, no matter how pink or 
sparkly they are. 
Swedish toy company Top-Toy is 
taking the gender out of toys with its 
new catalogue, wherein boys play 
house and girls wield Nerf M-80s. 
This marks a colossal step in 
people gaining a better understand-
ing of gender, gender variance and 
when not to bat a big shiny eyelash. 
Having pronouns other than the 
cringe-worthy “it” to describe people 
who are gender non-conforming is 
also essential to building accep-
tance. 
In Sweden, the word “hen” can be 
used as he or she. 
If kids grow up accepting that 
playing house and firing camouflage 
weapons are “ungendered” things, 
they will become more open-minded 
adults. 
OPINION
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Drift from tolerance is 
diminishing democracy 
Vancouverites should feel lucky
with our peaceful city scenario
Toy release 
aids gender 
neutrality
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By Judy Chern
Are we trying to forget the tough economic times by knocking back a cold one?
Retail sales of liquor are up 2.24 per 
cent from last year, according to recent 
statistics from the B.C. Liquor Distribu-
tion Branch. 
Despite the difficulties faced by 
sports bars with a drop in sales due to 
the NHL lockout, other local business-
es seem to be thriving. 
“There’s no NHL season, but sales 
are pretty close to last year,” said a 
manager at Original Joe’s on Cambie 
Street and West Broadway. 
“We’ve seen a growth in business,” 
said a manager yesterday at Chill Win-
ston, a popular lounge in Gastown, who 
refused to give her name. 
It seems that British Columbians are 
spending more on booze while going 
deeper into debt. 
Stephen Hewitt, senior manager of 
corporate and public affairs at TD Bank 
Financial Group said in an email that it 
appears Canadians are more in debt, 
with less disposable income relative to 
their household debt. 
He referenced a recent article from 
The Toronto Star which describes how 
we have deluded 
ourselves into be-
lieving we have a 
disposable income. 
It appears that 
our neighbours to 
the south are doing 
the same. 
“Cost remains a 
factor for some, but 
as they come back 
to restaurants and 
bars post-reces-
sion, consumers 
are satisfying their 
pent-up demand 
for favourite drinks 
and exploring new [drinks],” said Don-
na Hood Crecca, senior director at 
Technomic, a U.S. research firm in the 
in a press release.
Statistics by Technomic yesterday 
showed that U.S. sales of liquor are ex-
pected to continue rising in 2012.
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Many restaurants in Van-
couver say food and liquor 
sales are the same as last 
year despite NHL lockout
Thousands of volunteers 
dedicate their time during 
the Christmas season to 
ensure a safe ride home
Aunt Leah’s tree lot sales fund local programs, training for mothers
Trees provide assistance for 
foster children, single parents
Counterattack campaign urges responsible revelry
Alcohol sales 
continue to 
rise despite 
debt increase
	 4,343 volunteers 
participated in last 
year’s Operation 
Red Nose 
	 7,739 rides were 
given to get people 
safely home
	 $175,000 in dona-
tions were received 
in Vancouver last 
year
	 Operation Red Nose 
2012 runs from 
Nov. 30 to Dec. 31
Source: Operation red nose 
2011 STATS
Operation Red Nose
TANYA HILL photo
Two workers at Aunt Leah’s tree lot, Joy Walcott (left) and Anne Dzakovic, stand near a row of Nordman firs, excited to raise money for 
local foster homes and programs training young mothers about life skills, housing and tips on parenting. The lot is open until Dec. 23.
By BrandOn KOStinuK
It looks like Santa has been in the rum eggnog again.The holidays are fast approaching 
and with it marks the drunk driving 
Counterattack’s 35th anniversary.
The B.C. government, the police de-
partment and ICBC launched their De-
cember impaired driver campaign yes-
terday with restrained positivity.
“The Counterattack program is a re-
markable initiative that has helped 
save countless lives, but we still have 
work to do,” said Mary Polak, minister 
of transportation and infrastructure. 
“The reality is 31 per cent of fatal 
crashes that occur every year in B.C. 
involve impaired driving.”
Operation Red Nose, a volunteer taxi 
service, will also be underway in 13 
B.C. communities. 
This will be the 17th year of the ORN 
campaign, which has seen consider-
able growth in participating communi-
ties, with Burnaby and New Westmin-
ster joining the ranks this year.
ORN volunteers work in teams of 
three, with one driving you home in 
your vehicle, one navigating in the 
front seat and a third following in an-
other vehicle to pick up the first two. 
It’s a seemingly complicated proce-
dure that has worked well.
Langara education assistance stu-
dent, Teresa Gray, said she is grateful 
for the efforts of law enforcement.
“I had a close relative killed by a 
drunk driver so I am really supportive 
of programs like these,” said Gray.
“I’m also not afraid to take some-
one’s car keys away.”
Third-year nursing students Carly 
Richardson and Jessie Radonich were 
also supportive of the cause, but shared 
realistic opinions.
“It helps, but it won’t prevent drunk 
driving,” said Richardson. 
“I just don’t think it will ever go 
away.”
Radonich agreed, saying, “I’m sup-
portive of any action that fights drunk 
driving but it’s not enough to solve the 
problem because people don’t really 
think when they’re intoxicated.”
Minister of justice and attorney gen-
eral Shirley Bond was more optimistic 
about the drunk driving statistics.
“Recent, promising research shows 
most B.C. drivers are taking our im-
paired driving law seriously,” she said.
“That it has helped to save more 
than 100 lives in the last two years.”
The ORN service will be available 
from Nov. 30 to Dec. 31, 2012. 
Just call 1-877-604-NOSE and a team 
of volunteers will arrive to escort you, 
and even your friends, home in your 
own vehicle.
By tanya hill
T
oday officially kicks off the holi-
day season and tree lots across 
the city are open. 
From Douglas fir to the higher 
priced Noble fir, people will be flocking 
to pick out the perfect tree to decorate 
their homes. 
For those wanting to give to a good 
cause this season while buying a tree, 
Aunt Leah’s place is a great option.  
The lot is located beside St. Ste-
phen’s United Church, which donates 
the land on Granville and 54th Ave for 
the tree lot.
Aunt Leah’s place has been a non-
profit organization for 24 years. 
They have been running social en-
terprise projects across the city, with 
the Christmas tree sale being their big-
gest money maker. 
The profits go to programs that sup-
port kids in foster care and young 
mothers seeking help. 
“We have three main programs: 
housing, training and life skills,” said 
Angelena Oats, coordinator for Aunt 
Leah’s tree lot. 
The programs support kids coming 
out of foster care, helping them to 
make a successful transition to inde-
pendence in adulthood. 
Many foster kids end up homeless 
because government support is cut off 
at age 19. 
Not only does Aunt Leah’s provide 
the Vancouver community with trees 
to decorate for the holidays, but they 
also provide training and volunteer op-
portunities. 
“We have over 300 volunteers that 
come back year after year,” said Oats. 
“We have a  five-week training pro-
gram available at our Burnaby loca-
tion,” she added. 
This year they hope to raise $80,000 
at the Vancouver location alone. 
They have two other locations, one 
in Coquitlam at Eagle Ridge United 
Church (2813 Glen Drive) and the other 
in Burnaby at All Saints Anglican 
Church (7405 Royal Oak Ave).
The sale goes from Nov. 30 to Dec. 23. 
“Consumers 
are satisfy-
ing their 
pent-up de-
mand for 
favourite 
drinks.”
dOnna CreCCa, 
senior director at 
technomic 
“We have 
over 300 
volun-
teers that 
come back 
year after 
year.”
anGelena OatS, 
aunt leah’s tree 
lot coordinator
By Michael letendre
The Canadian Featherweight Fe-male Championship is on the line, and Fort Langley’s Sarah Pucek 
will be fighting for the title.
Pucek (4-2-1) will be fighting Mon-
treal’s Lucia Larcinese (5-9-0) for the 
championship at Fraserview Hall in 
Vancouver on December 9. This will be 
the first female National Canadian 
Championship to happen in B.C.
Dave Allison has been Pucek’s train-
er since she was 18 years old, and he 
has high praise for her abilities.
 “Sarah is, personally, pound-for-
pound, the best fighter in Canada,” he 
said. “She’s about as complete a boxer 
as you will see.”
Allison said Pucek has power in both 
her hands and that while she likes to 
use her left hook, “her money punch is 
her straight right hand.”
What sets Pucek apart is that she is 
able to adapt her style on the fly to any 
given situation, a rare gift in boxers, 
said Allison. 
Her opponent, Lucia Larcinese, is an 
experienced fighter out of Quebec. A 
province, Allison said, which has pro-
duced some of the best fighters in Can-
ada.
He said he expects Pucek to win the 
bout, and that it will come down to her 
“conditioning, and her ability to land 
heavy punches in the second half of the 
fight.”
Pucek, is ranked 
fifteenth in the 
world feather-
weight class by the 
World Boxing 
Council. 
She will be com-
ing off two straight 
losses, while Larci-
nese fought and 
won her last match 
in May.
The champion-
ship fight is sched-
uled for ten 
rounds, and Alli-
son expects the fight to go the distance.
The 126 pound featherweight class 
“is the hot division in women’s boxing,” 
said Allison, and features the best fight 
performances at the moment. It’s also 
the most relatable to women because it 
appeals to their average size and weight. 
 “That’s the division where the talent 
is deepest by far. There isn’t even a 
close second,” he said. 
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Lockout slams door on profits Hockey chillhasn’t ruined 
sports betting
odds: BCLC
By Jennifer thuncher
Hockey’s on ice but sports betting is surprisingly hot. The amount of people betting 
this year is up five per cent over last 
year despite the lockout, according to 
the province’s lottery corporation.  
“During the stoppage last time [2004 
– 2005 NHL lockout] there was a de-
cline, but people had nothing else to go 
to,” said B.C. Lottery Corporation 
spokesman Chris Fairclough.
Fairclough said that comparing the 
two lockouts is not “apples to apples” 
because with this year’s lockout, the 
company offers an online option, which 
allows customers to bet on anything 
from ping pong to skiing.
He said that betting on hockey ac-
counted for 30 per cent of revenue last 
fiscal year, but the new online options 
have more than made up for the losses 
in hockey bets. 
Charles, who couldn’t give his last 
name because of company rules, works 
at a Lotto 6/49 kiosk at Oakridge Cen-
tre. He says Sports Action tickets for 
basketball, football and soccer are big 
sellers. He hasn’t seen a decline in 
sales at all without hockey.
“There are so many games to bet 
on,”  said Charles.
He says he sometimes sees big sports 
betters, but mostly he sells to regulars 
like customer Adrian Michelle. 
Michelle, looking through a stack of 
sports tickets he had just bought from 
Charles, said he never bet on hockey in 
the first place. 
“Hockey is difficult to bet on. Never 
know who is going to win,” said Mi-
chelle.  
He often bets on the NFL’s New Eng-
land Patriots. 
Michelle said he enjoys the routine of 
betting. He bets during the week and 
said, “Sunday I sit down to watch foot-
ball, give my legs a break. Get fat on 
Monday.”  
Not everyone likes to play the odds, 
however. Having coffee at City Square 
mall, Doug Frankson doesn’t buy lot-
tery tickets. 
“Because you never win. It is just a 
form of taxes,” said Frankson.
Lottery corporation likes 
its chances as betters
take their game online and
beat the lockout blues
Low sales on jerseys and gear leaving retailers in the penalty box
JENNIFER THUNCHER photo
Someone at Oakridge Mall was 
feeling lucky at the BCLC’s booth. 
Popular games include the lotto 
corp’s SportsAction product. 
Langara student aims for champ status
At the top of her game, 
boxer Sarah Pucek has her 
sights set on next month’s 
championship prize fight
By Jana Minor
F
lagging Canucks jersey sales are 
leaving Vancouver retailers out 
in the cold. 
As the NHL’s labour dispute 
stretches on, merchandise sales con-
tinue to plummet, said Mike Jackson, 
manager of Sports Corner on Granville 
Street. The store has seen a 40 per cent 
drop in sales since the lockout began.
His racks are bursting with Canucks 
paraphernalia, much of it marked down 
35 per cent or more. A sidewalk sign 
out front advertises unnumbered team 
jerseys -- usually $135 each -- as just $89 
now. 
“This is desperation, we have to 
move this stuff,” said Jackson, gazing 
around at the mountains of blue and 
green merchandise. While his store 
sells other sports’ items, hockey is the 
real bread and butter.
“What’s keeping us afloat right now 
is basketball’s just started their season, 
and of course the NFL is strong right 
now,” said Jackson. “But Whitecaps 
are done, B.C. Lions are done, and 
we’re waiting for hockey. Hockey’s our 
primary source.” 
Jackson compared the stark con-
trast to last year’s playoff season. “We 
had line-ups every game,” he said. 
But despite the hard times, three 
customers came and left with purchas-
es in a 20-minute span.
“We’re lucky we have such a good 
team,” he added, pointing out that all of 
Vancouver’s professional teams are 
strong. “Cities across the country 
would just die for our teams.”
Jackson is optimistic that hockey 
could resume in the new year as a re-
sult of mediation underway between 
the league and the player’s association. 
But after two days of talks in Ottawa 
this week with only advisory -- not 
binding -- mediators, it seems the stale-
mate continues.
Over at the official Canucks store at 
Rogers Arena, it was a similar story. 
Three staff stocked shelves with plush 
toys of the Sedin twins, but there were 
zero customers. The manager assured 
it’s business as usual, but declined to 
comment on the labour dispute’s im-
pact on merchandise markdowns while 
negotiations are underway.
Jen Rollins of the Canucks’ media 
department released the written state-
ment: “As a privately owned company, 
it has long been our club policy to not 
disclose any financial details. Any and 
all questions that pertain directly to 
the current CBA negotiations must be 
directed to the NHL or the NHLPA.”
At Sports Corner, Jackson was more 
forthright.
“I mean, they’re gonna wear them 
again next year,” he said of the dis-
counted jerseys. “Might as well get a 
good price.”
JANA MINOR photo
T-Shirts depicting NHL commish Gary Bettman as the Grinch are hot sellers for Mike Jackson, 
who wishes that his discounted jersey’s for the locked out Canucks were equally popular.
HANDOUT photo
Ranked 15th on the planet, featherweight boxer and 
Langara student Sarah Pucek steps into the ring on 
December 9th to fight for the Canadian championship.
“Sarah is,
personally,
pound-for-
pound, 
the best 
fighter 
in Canada”
daVe alliSon
